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Abstract: In recent decades, educational reforms across different countries have 
reflected not only pedagogical demands but also broader ideological disputes and 
political reconfiguration. To better understand the political role of science education in 
such processes, this seminar will examine a historical moment in which it was mobilised 
for the construction and maintenance of hegemonic projects, grounded in a Gramscian 
perspective. In this webinar we will examine the context of Nazi Germany, where 
curricular reforms reconfigured science teaching as an instrument for ideological 
alignment and war preparation. The analysis of educational materials demonstrates 
how the myriads of different interacting activity systems articulated science, 
nationalism, and antisemitism, contributing to the construction of a worldview 
consistent with the regime’s political project. By linking these historical episodes to 
contemporary educational reforms, this seminar proposes a reflection on the 
relationships between science, education, and hegemony. 
 
Short Bio: Felipe Sanches Lopez has a PhD in Science Education (University of São Paulo) 
and did research fellowships at the Universities of Helsinki and Tampere in 
Finland.  Recent publications include Science Education as a Tool of State Control: The 
Case of Nazi Germany (http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/21172020210126) and Science 
Education in the USA During the Cold War (Science & Education 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11191-024-00502-6) 
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